
Residential Patio Covers & Carports
Building Guide

The purpose of this guide is to assist you in the permit process for your project.  This handout is intended as 

a basic plan submittal under the 2006 International Residential Code.  It is not intended to cover all 

circumstances.  Depending on the scope and complexity of your project, additional and/or more detailed 

plans might be required.

How to Use this Guide:

Complete this Building Guide

Fill in the blanks on page two (2) and indicate which construction details will be used.  At least 

two completed copies must be provided to apply for a building permit.

1.

Provide two (2) plot plans:
Show the dimensions of your project and its relationship to existing setbacks, easements, structures 

on the property, and the distance to property lines.  All property pins must be located.  If proposed 

structure is less than 12" from the minimum setback required by your local zoning ordinance an as-

built survey is required.  Locations of any easements are the responsibility of the property owner.  

Structures shall not be located on easements.

2.

Submit a completed Permit Application:

Applications may be obtained at City Hall.  It is important that the permit is filled out completely to 

the best of your knowledge and that you provide any additional pertinent information.

3.
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS

Directions

Fill in the blanks with dimensions and materials which will be used to build the structure.  Please print 

legibly.

Indicate in the check boxes which detail from page three (3) will be used.  If any of the sides of 

your carport addition are closer than 5' to the property line, that side of the carport must be 

enclosed with a solid 1 hour fire rated wall as shown in Alternate Details B and C.  You must 

however, keep at least two sides of the carport open to conform to the Building Code 

requirements.  Zoning approval is required.

1.

2.

Job Site Address:

Roofing to be installed per manufacturer’s instructions, including low slope application and 

required inspections made.

3.

Minimum Diameter Pier 8"

Concrete Slab

Maximum rise 

7 ¾” at door

Slope

Existing 

House

Footing Size _____x_____

for alternate C only

____” X ____” Posts

example 4x4 PT

Spaced ____apart

example 6'

Siding _____________

for alternate B only

Span ______________

example 24'

(  )___” X ___” beam

example 2-2x12

Beam splices to occur over 

posts with 1 ½” bearing.

2 X__rafters@___O/C

example 2x8 24" O/C

Underlayment _____________

example 2 layers 15# felt

Roof Sheathing _______________

Example 15/32" 24-16 CDX Plywood

Pitch ________/________

example 4/12

Roof Covering _______________

example Class A 3-Tab Shingles

Size and amount of lags

____________________

Example Two 3/8" x 4 ½”@16O.C.

CHECK ONE

DETAIL A

ALTERNATE A

SEE PAGE 3

CHECK ONE

DETAIL B

ALTERNATE B

SEE PAGE 3

CHECK ONE

DETAIL A

ALTERNATE A

SEE PAGE 3
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Single Family Patio Covers & Carports

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS

DETAIL A ALTERNATE DETAIL A

DETAIL B DETAIL B2  1 - HR WALL

DETAIL C

Existing 

Wall Secure to wall with 4 ½” x 3/8" bolts @ 16" 

O.C. Locate bolts to penetrate top plate or 

studs.

Continuous 2 X ledger

Remove existing fascia

NOTE: Remove brick veneer or siding at top of 

wall before installing ledger.

Existing roof rafters or trusses.

Galvanized metal joist or rafter hangers

Extend underlayment from new roof 

a minimum of 18" onto existing.

Lap underlayment a minimum of 18" under existing roofing felts 

Solid 2 X blocking between rafters

Existing Roof

Cont. 2x6 secured to existing roof w/ 4 ½” x 3/8" 

lag bolts at each rafter or truss.

Existing 

Wall

Solid 2 X blocking on 2 X 12 or greater

Roof tie downs 

required

Galvanized metal 

postbeam connector. Galvanized metal 

postbeam connector.

5/8" exterior gypsum 

board soffit

Exterior siding

Roof tie downs 

required

5/8" Type “X” exterior 

gypsum sheathing.

Infill between posts 

w/ 2x4 @ 16" O.C.

Solid 2 X blocking between rafters

2 X Facia

8"

30" min.

Isolate from slab

Anchor bolt min 

7" penetration

Galvanized column base 

w/1" spacer to concrete

1"
Minimum 3 ½” 

concrete slab

Treated or decay resistive post

30" min.

Isolate from slab

Anchor bolt min 

7" penetration

Check local building department 

for swelling soils.  Caissons may 

be required.

Minimum 3 ½” 

concrete slab

Bottom plate shall be treated 

or foundation redwood

1"

Infill between posts 

w/ 2x4's @ 16" O.C.

Galvanized column 

base w/ 1" spacer 

to concrete

ALTERNATE DETAIL C – ONE HOUR WALL

Footing

 


